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axiUm Cheat Sheet for “Split Fee” Codes  
In axiUm, payment cannot be allocated to a procedure until the procedure has been completed.  There are a number of procedures, however, for which it is Dental School policy to collect a partial fee prior to the completion of treatment.  These procedures include dentures and bridges, and other relatively expensive procedures generally requiring multiple visits to complete 1.   To facilitate the collection and allocation of a partial payment at the outset of treatment, these procedures have been assigned two so-called “split fee” steps:  a “Start Procedure” step and a “Complete Procedure” (or “Lab Procedure”) step.  These two required steps are added automatically when the “parent” procedure code is selected in axiUm.

Split fee procedures work like this:

1. First the “parent” procedure code is added as a Planned Procedure (status ‘P’). 2  The “Start Procedure” and “Complete  Procedure” (or “Lab Procedure”) steps are added automatically.

2. Prior to the beginning of the treatment, or at the appointment when the treatment begins, the provider changes the status of the Start Procedure step from Planned to Completed (‘C’).  A partial payment (usually 50% of the total fee) can now be collected from the patient and allocated to the parent procedure.  The status of the parent procedure is automatically set to In-process (‘I’) and will remain so until the procedure is completed.

3. When the treatment is completed, the provider changes the status of the Complete  Procedure (or Lab Procedure) step from Planned to Completed (‘C’).  The remainder of the fee can now be collected from the patient and allocated to the parent procedure.  The status of the parent procedure is automatically set to Completed (‘C’) to reflect the fact that both required steps are now complete.

Grading split fee procedures:

Only the parent procedure requires grading and only the parent procedure code will appear on the grade card.  The parent procedure can be graded multiple times—at each visit while the procedure is ‘I’n-process 3, as well as at the final visit when the procedure is ‘C’ompleted.  

1  Split fee procedures are found in the following ADA code categories:

Restorative - D2700 Crowns-Single Restorations 

Endodontics - D3300 Endo Therapy & D3340 Endodontic Retreatment
Removable Prosthetics - D5100 Complete Dentures, D5200 Partial Dentures, D5800 Interim Prosthesis & D5840 Other Removable Prosthetic Services

Fixed Prosthetics - D6200 Prosthetics-Fixed, D6000 Implant Procedures & D6700 FPD Retainers-Crown
Orthodontics - D8045 Interceptive Ortho Treatment & D8065 Comprehensive Ortho Treatment 

2 This applies even to postgraduate residents and FDSP providers who generally do not add their planned treatments in advance.  In this situation, the parent code must be added as a planned treatment in order to automatically add the two split fee steps.  

3  To grade a parent step which is already In-process:  on the Patient History screen, double-click the parent step, leave the status set to ‘I’, click “Accept” (the procedure will now be displayed in blue text), then proceed to the Patient Checkout screen for approval & grading.
