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FACULTY IN THE NEWS

In February, a clue on Jeopardy caught the attention of several Dental School stu-
dents. The clue was “In 1996 Gary Hack discover the sphenomandibularis... which is
one of these.” The answer, according to the findings of Dr. Hack, assistant professor,
restorative dentistry, is “a muscle.”

The Chicago Tribune, Education Today section, quoted Dr. John Hasler, coordinator
for the replacement dental school building, in an article about new building construc-
tion of dental schools. He is quoted as saying the new Dental School building design is
contemporary and technology rich.

Research findings of Dr. Nikolaos Nikitakis, PhD ’02, assistant professor, diagnostic
sciences and pathology, and colleagues were reported by Reuters Health as published in
the International Journal of Cancer. In this work, which was co-authored by Ms. Carla

Hebert and Drs. Marcio Lopes, Mark Reynolds, DDS ’86, and John Sauk, Dr. Nikitakis
studied for the first time the effects of sulindac, an anti-inflammatory drug similar to as-
pirin, on cells obtained from patients with oral cancer.  Interestingly, sulindac caused
death of the treated cancer cells.  Moreover, specific molecular pathways that mediate
the anticancer effect of sulindac were pinpointed.  These findings raise hope for the dis-
covery of novel, effective therapies for oral cancer.

Reuters News Service interviewed Dr. Clemencia Vargas, assistant professor, pediat-
ric dentistry. She is co-investigator of a study, “Relationship between children’s dental
needs and dental care utilization,” showing results that interested this news agency.
According to the study findings, many children, particularly those from low-income
families, are not getting regular oral health visits, ending up with more severe problems
when they finally are seen by a dentist. “Dental care is discretionary for the well-off, but
more of a luxury for the poor,” states Dr. Vargas. The story aired on CNN.

Dr. Janet Yellowitz, associate professor, oral health care delivery, and director of ge-
riatric dentistry, was quoted in “The Graying of Dentistry,” and article published in the
summer 2002 issue of Tufts Dental Medicine. She was interviewed when she served as vice
president of the American Society for Geriatric Dentistry, a component of Special Care
Dentistry. Dr. Yellowitz noted the challenges of treating the elderly include being able
to recognize the early, subtle signs of dementia. She also is quoted saying, “Don’t yell.
They’re not all hard of hearing.”

FFACULTY AND STAFF FEATURES

DENTAL ASSISTANTS
ARE APPRECIATED AT
THE DENTAL SCHOOL

Dental assistants at the School were thanked
throughout the week of March 3 during
Dental Assistant’s Week. The dental assistants
who work with the students and faculty
every day in order to treat our patients in a
professional and respectful manner are a
critical element to a well-run dental school.
Seen here are Carla Jones and Dale Branch.
Ms. Jones coordinates the week’s activities,
which includes a luncheon.

THANK YOU, DR. DAVIDSON

AFTER NEARLY 25 YEARS as chair of the

Department of Orthodontics, Dr. William

Davidson stepped down from that

administrative position on December 31,

2002. He remains on faculty as a professor

in the department.

During his many years of dedicated

service to the School and its students, Dr.

Davidson was involved in various projects

including Operation Smile. Currently he is

co-chair of the Dental Council. In April

2003, he will travel to Bolivia with

Operation Smile.

Dr. Davidson serves on cleft palette

teams that treat children from across

the country and overseas who have

craniofacial deformities. His dedication

to this effort spans 30 years.

“My personal goal is to establish

interceptive orthodontic programs for

underserved children,” states Dr.

Davidson.

Dr. Kenneth M. Hrechka, DDS ’79, is a

graduate of Dr. Davidson’s first full class as

department chair and remarks, “From the

beginning of his chairmanship at

Maryland, Dr. Davidson always welcomed

his new orthodontic residents with

friendship and professional respect.

“If you needed to work harder he would

let you know. If you excelled, he would

compliment you. He had great admiration

for his graduates and their successes.”

As chair of the department, Dr.

Davidson greatly expanded both the pre-

doctoral and post-graduate orthodontic

programs, including constructing the

three year post-graduate program.

When not teaching, he is involved with

historic renovation, motorcycling, sailing,

and historic aircraft modeling.



Each year, oral cancer is responsible
for close to 30,000 new cases and 8,000
deaths. Currently, Maryland ranks 14th in
the rate of new cases of oral cancer with
the majority of cases diagnosed in the Bal-
timore Metropolitan region. In terms of
mortality rate, Maryland ranks seventh in
the country and sixth for oral cancer mor-
tality in black males.

Training Nurse Practitioners

to Screen for Oral Cancer

Dr. Janet Yellowitz, associate profes-
sor, oral health care delivery, was awarded
a grant to establish a demonstration
project to train adult and family nurse
practitioners. The grant is supported by
the University of Maryland, Maryland
Statewide Health Network through the
Maryland Cigarette Restitution Funds.

Currently, the best available tool for
early detection of oral cancer is a screen-
ing examination by a trained clinician;
however, there are no systems in place to
ensure routine oral cancer examinations.

Twenty nurse practitioners working
in Baltimore City community health
clinics were recruited for the project
and trained to perform oral cancer
screening examinations when providing
comprehensive health examinations.
Patients who receive an oral screening
will be asked to complete a short data
form. Those with abnormal findings will
be advised about the need for follow-up
evaluation and testing.

 The success of the project will be
judged by the value of the training sessions,
the total number of oral cancer examina-
tions completed, the ability of the

ORAL CANCER: DEADLY IN MARYLAND

Dental School Faculty Focus on Early
Detection and Tobacco Use Intervention

screening exams to
detect abnormal
findings, the collection
of information on
abnormal findings
and follow-up and
the potential for
detecting oral cancers
at earlier stages.

Reducing Societal

Tobacco Use

Ms. Jacquelyn Fried, RDH, acting
chair, associate professor, and degree
completion program director, dental hy-
giene, is principal investigator for a training
grant funded by the Baltimore City Health
Department. The purpose of the grant is to
provide health care providers with state-of-
the-art information on how to help patients
refrain from tobacco use and on how to pre-
vent patient initiation of the habit. The first
year of the grant, in 2001-2002, dentists,
dental hygienists, dental assistants, nurses,
pharmacists, and physicians attended the
training sessions. This year, in addition to
the above list of health care providers,
physical therapists are included. This year’s
contract states that “off campus” health pro-
fessionals must be included in the trainings,
so Ms. Fried has partnered with the
Maryland Dental Society to train dentists;
Kernan Hospital to educate dentists, physi-
cians, and nurses; and Baltimore Medical
System (a consortium of community health
centers) to instruct nurses and physicians.

Ms. Fried also coordinates the tobacco
intervention and cessation education for
the first-year dental and third- and fourth-
year dental hygiene students. Through

Ms. Fried’s program and other courses at
the School, we are providing our graduates
with the necessary tools and skills to
educate their patients about the dangers
of tobacco use and present information
on ways to stop using tobacco.

Tobacco Intervention Grant Awarded to

Develop Educational Interventions

Pediatric dentistry associate
pro-fessor Dr. Harold Goodman was
awarded a grant to survey general
and pediatric dentists in Maryland
regarding their role in tobacco inter-
vention and cessation among their
child and adolescent patients. The
grant is supported by the University
of Maryland, Maryland Statewide
Health Network through the Maryland
Cigarette Restitution Funds.

A short survey was mailed to
active Maryland licensed general and
pediatric dentists in the state. The
information obtained from this survey
will be used to develop educational
interventions. The response to the
mailing was an astounding 72 percent.
Results will be available in late spring.

Dr. Alexander Pazoki, oral-maxillofacial surgery graduate program director,
demonstrates a technique to palpate lymph nodes during one of the
training sessions.
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FFACULTY AND STAFF FEATURES FACULTY AND STAFF
CELEBRATE THE HOLIDAYS

Ringing in the holiday season are Bridget
Johnson, dispensing aide, Sharon Wyatt, medical
records supervisor, and Robert Royster, medical
records clerk.

Anita Warrington, billing clerk, Sylvia Hyland,
business services specialist, and Chris
Yarborough, dispensing aide, get together
for the camera.

Enjoying the lunch served at the party are
Jim Reynolds, associate dean for fiscal and

personnel services, and Drs. Ronald Dubner,
professor and chair, and Joel Greenspan,

associate professor, both with the Department
of Oral and Craniofacial Biological Sciences.

HONORED BY HIS PEERS

The International Association for
the Study of Pain at the 10th World
Congress on Pain honored Dr. Ronald
Dubner, professor and chair, oral and
craniofacial biological sciences (OCBS),
for his 12 years of service as editor of
Pain. He was also awarded Honorary
Membership in the Association.

“The Baltimore College of Dental
Surgery is proud to have a stellar
scientist, such as Dr. Dubner, as the
chair of OCBS,” remarks Dr. Stohler.

According to the Institute of
Scientific Information, Dr. Dubner is
one of the 254 highest cited interna-
tional and national neuroscientists
in the literature.

“There are only five pain research
scientists on the list, and only three,
including Dr. Dubner, are from the U.S.”
Stohler continued.

What is less known about Dr. Dubner
is his vision and support of clinical
dentistry. Unlike most other U.S. dental
schools, Dr. Dubner was not only able
to transform and upgrade the school’s

BOO!

On Halloween, you can be assured that
students will dress up, but faculty? Why of
course. From the pre- and post-doctoral clinics
you can find a handful of faculty trying their
hand at creative dressing. Here, Dr. Rick
Bradbury shows off his passion for Harley bikes,
before donning his white coat for the clinic.

research to one of the most prominent
programs in the country, but he reached
this goal without shifting resources
away from the support of our clinics.
It is because of his success that new
opportunities and resources are
available to clinical faculty and
students throughout the School.

FAREWELL LAVERNE

In December, the Dental School
celebrated the career of Laverne
Engram (shown here with Dr. Norman
Tinanoff) at her retirement luncheon.
Mrs. Engram, receptionist for the
pediatric dentistry clinic, was mostly in
tears and as were those who attended.
She said that she was not just leaving
the Dental School after 32 years; she
was leaving her friends, too! Her
mother, husband, son, and daughter joined her for this celebration. Mrs. Engram
plans to visit the School and the pediatric post-graduate clinic often.



FACULTY EXCEL

The Dental School’s Periodontal Co-therapy Program, directed by Dr. Mary Beth

Aichelmann-Reidy, assistant professor, periodontics, and Ms. Lisa Bress, RDH, BS ’83,
clinical instructor, dental hygiene, is listed in the “Best Practices in Dental Education 2002.”
Published by the American Dental Education Association, this compendium includes 46 of
the best practices submitted by 22 different academic institutions. The co-therapy
program is a coordinated treatment exercise for the management of the comprehensive care
of a patient by a senior dental student and senior dental hygiene student.

Dr. Renty Franklin, professor, oral and craniofacial biological sciences, accepted an
invitation to serve as a member of the Reproductive Endocrinology Study Section, Center
for Scientific Research, NIH. His appointment ends in June 2005.

Director of the Brotman Facial Pain Clinic and associate professor, oral health care
delivery, Dr. Edward Grace, DDS ’64, was appointed to the National Dental Board Test
Construction Committee through 2005 by ADEA/ADA.

Dr. Joel Greenspan, associate professor, oral and craniofacial biological sciences, was
appointed to the Integrative, Functional, and Cognitive Neuroscience (4) Study Section,
Center for Scientific Research, NIH, through 2006.

The Maryland Section of the Pierre Fauchard Academy presented Dr. John Hasler,
coordinator for the replacement dental school building, with the 2002 State Award of
Recognition for contributions to dental education, the profession, and the Academy.

Dr. M. Elaine Parker, RDH, BS ’78, associate professor and graduate program
director, dental hygiene, was appointed Maryland’s state liaison to the American
Dental Hygienists’ Association State Education Network. The Network fosters
communication between ADHA and all dental hygiene education communities
of interest via contact with other State Education Liaisons, dental hygiene education
programs, constituent associations, and ADHA.

For the second year, Dr. Howard Strassler, professor, restorative dentistry, was named
one of the top lecturers in dentistry by Dentistry Today, a clinical magazine for dentists.

The “Leaders in Continuing Education” directory was published in December 2002.
Dr. Warren Tewes, DDS ’71, school assistant professor, restorative dentistry,  serves on

the Forensic Advisory Board of the National Center for Missing and Exploited Children.
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WELCOME NEW FACULTY
We are pleased to announce the following
faculty appointments, which have occurred
since July 2002.

Dental Hygiene
Marion Manski, RDH, BS ’88, clinical instruction

Diagnostic Sciences and Pathology
Nikolaso Nikitakis, DDS, PhD ’02, assistant
professor

Oral and Craniofacial Biological Sciences
Patrik Bavoil, PhD, associate professor
Feng Wei, MD, PhD, research assistant professor

Oral Health Care Delivery
Michael Harris, DDS, clinical instructor
Fedra Witting, DDS, clinical instructor

Oral-Maxillofacial Surgery

Alex Pazoki, DDS, MD, assistant professor and
director, post-graduate program

Orthodontics

Frederick Preis, DDS, clinical assistant professor

Pediatric Dentistry
Harold Goodman, DMD, MPH, associate
professor
Oscar Luna, DDS, visiting clinical instructor

Periodontics
Heung-Sik Um, DDS, PhD, visiting clinical
instructor

Restorative Dentistry/Prosthodontics

Rosario Palabrica, DDS, clinical instructor
Judith Porter, DDS, EdD, school assistant
professor

IN MEMORIAM

William Michaels  ●    NOVEMBER 23, 2002

William Michaels, a former Dental School instructor, died in Buffalo. He was 84. In the

mid-50s he left BCDS and returned to Buffalo to open a dental lab. He later turned over

the business to his brother and ran the family business, John’s Tavern. Mr. Michaels later

went into semi-retirement but then opened Williamsville Dental Studio in 1978. He turned

over that business to his son in 1988 and worked in the lab until his retirement in 1999.

Edward P. Quarantillo  ●    OCTOBER 2002

Dr. Edward Quarantillo, a highly regarded educator at the University of Maryland

Dental School from 1968 to1981, died at the age of 89. He taught in the former

Departments of Operative Dentistry, Crown and Bridge, and Removable Prosthodontics,

which were later combined to form the current Department of Restorative Dentistry.

Dr. Morton Wood, chair of restorative dentistry and former student of Dr. Quarantillo

states, “On a professional level he brought out the very best from his students. On a

personal level he was a warm, caring person who started a family tradition of teaching

that is now carried out by his son, Frederick, a 1973 graduate of the School, who currently

teaches in the advanced dental education program in endodontics.”

Dr. Henry Williams, professor, oral and
craniofacial biological sciences, received the
Martin Luther King Jr. Drum Major Award
from the MLK Committee in
Annapolis. He was recognized for
his leadership as a leading fund
raiser for the National Student
Dental Association, as former
president of the Maryland
Classified Employees Association,
Inc., and for his academic
accomplishments during his 33
years at the Dental School. Dr. Williams also
authored “The Last Word” in the January 30,
2003 issue of Black Issues in Higher Education.


