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IT DOESN’T FALL FAR

BALANCING A PRACTICE
AND THE BEACH

AFTER 52 STRAIGHT YEARS, Dr. Robert Brown, DDS ’58, isn’t ready

to hang up his buoys or whistle. Nor is he ready to retire from

private practice. Dr. Brown began his two careers – one as a

dentist and one as a lifeguard – in the 1950s. He has

lifeguarded every summer since he graduated from high

school in 1951 and he still heads to the beach today to work

for the Atlantic City Beach Patrol. At the time, it was just a

summer job and he did not intend to do it for life, but the beach bug got him.

Upon graduating from the Dental School, Dr. Brown joined his father’s practice and

worked evenings in the practice – sometimes until midnight. During the summer days, he

was a lifeguard. When he took over the dental practice, he worked one day a week in the

practice during the summer months while handling evening emergencies. As a lifeguard,

he recalls performing hundreds of rescues a year. Over the last 15 years, his rescues have

decreased significantly, “At my age, the kids practically push me aside so they can handle

the work,” he says.

So why does he do it? “To do one thing 52 weeks a year would be tough. I’m glad I’m

still there [on the Atlantic City Beach Patrol],” states Dr. Brown.

Since 1960, Dr. Brown has served as secretary to the Atlantic-Cape May Dental Society.

Although he is not taking any new patients in his practice, he will continue practicing as

long as his current patients need him. Today, Dr. Brown is an Assistant Chief with the Beach

Patrol. He turns 70 this June.

What is the old saying? The apple
doesn’t fall far from the tree. At the Dental
School, we have bushels of apples. The
graduating class of 2002 had 15 graduates
with relatives who also graduated from
BCDS. The most recent entering classes,
the Class of 2006, and the dental
hygiene Class of 2004, has 12 and 1
students respectively with alumni
relatives. In addition, many students
have siblings and cousins currently
enrolled at the School.

It is pride in the field of oral health
care and in the education received at the
University of Maryland Dental School
that keeps this list going. We are
pleased to share their heritage.
Abel - Jared ’06; Shannon ’04, sister;

Martin ’75, father
Abraham - Priya ’06; Ampili ’87, mother
Agapis - George ’06; Steve ’77, father;

Tony ’76, uncle
Agnini - Matthew ’02; Andrew ’03,

brother; Mike ’72, father
Ashrafi - Zahra ’06; Maryam Seifi-Tofigh

’90, aunt
Brummer - Nicole ’02; John ’73 (ortho),

father
Choe - Kyong ’02; Mark ’96, brother;

Mike ’88, brother
Cohen - Jason ’02; Steven ’77 (endo), father
Engroff - Stephen ’02 (oral-maxillofacial

surgery); Dick ’80, father
Fielding - Kevin ’02; Daniel ’67, father
Frey - Carsten ’06; Gilbert ’70, father
Goodman - Serena [DH] ’04; Gary

’75, father
Henry - Matthew ’02; Dan ’75, father
Higginbottom - Erik ’06; Mark ’76,

father
Hoffacker - Daniel ’06; Henry ’75,

father; Ralph ’79, uncle; Henry
’39, grandfather (deceased)

Koterwas - Christopher ’02;
Christopher ’77, father

Lang - Jonathan ’02; Martin ’75,
father

Lettich - Michael ’06; Christopher
Miller ’03, brother-in-law

Oshry - Evan ’02; Dana ’87, sister;
Samuel ’63, father

Resh - Eric ’02; Kevin ’93, brother;
George ’55, father

Russell - Oneal ’06; Oneal ’76, father
Schulz - Albert ’02; Earle ’62, father
Sobol - Srayah ’02; Shana RDH ’03, wife;

Mark Lustman ’72, father-in-law
Stewart - Jennifer ’06; Gail Meyers ’93, aunt
Tolley - Barrett ’02; Leonard ’76, father
Torres - Melisa ’06; Manuel Torrez-Diaz

’74, uncle; Jose Diaz ’48, great uncle
Tran - Tuan ’02 (orthodontics); Uyen

Nguyen ’99, wife
Wright - Maria ’06; Michael ’99, ’02

(prosthodontics), brother

Nicole Brummer, DDS ’02 (second from left) and family
including her father, John, a 1973 orthodontics graduate.

Dental fathers and sons (left to right): Matt ’02 and
Michael ’72 Agnini; Barrett ’02 and Leonard Tolley ’76;
and Jason ’02  and Steven Cohen ‘77.
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1ST ANNUAL BCDS ALUMNI
GOLF TOURNAMENT
September 25, 2002  ●

The Woodlands

THE WEATHER WAS PERFECT and everyone had

a great time. The 1st Annual Golf Tournament

was a success (except for those annoying

bees). The tournament winners were a team

from Graybush, Newman & Co., P.A.

Matt Brady from Graybush Newman won

the hole-in-one contest. Lance Jacob from

Naden/Lean was a close second, hitting the

ball to within 5" from the hole, but Matt

came along at the end and hit it right into

the hole.

Drs. Ronald Gunderson, DDS ’71,
associate professor, restorative dentistry,
and Sharon Siegel, DDS ’79, former
associate professor, restorative dentistry,
have invented and patented a device that
stabilizes dental casts that dentists and
dental labs use to make dental caps,
bridges, dentures and implant appliances.
Through years of treating patients and
teaching students how to relate or mount
casts, Drs. Siegel and Gunderson discov-
ered that these casts often slip when the
dentist places them on an articulator, a
device which simulates the patient’s jaw
opening and closing.

The Presidential Team
Dr.  John Aumiller, DDS ’72, Penny
Crunkleton, and Dr. Steve Friedman, DDS
’74, president of the Alumni Association.

The Winning Team
Representing Grabush, Newman & Co., PA
are Mark Hudak, Melanie Hartlove, Matt
Brady, and Allen Schiff, adjunct faculty, oral
health care delivery.

The Naden/Lean, LLC Team
Tim Lott, Dr. Peter Roth, DDS ’98, Lance
Jacobs, and Ty Powers.

WRITERS AMONG US

Many alumni and faculty of the Dental
School go on to write books – many in the
field of oral health care, some in an field
completely unrelated.

Focusing on his life in Maine, Dr.

Frank Gilley, DDS ’45, authored and self-
published Reflections of Salmon Flies and
Gun Powder. He also keeps busy with the
Gilley Family Tree Farm, a 475-acre
woodland property.

Dr. Burton “Bud” Pollack, DDS ’46, is
the author of a new book, Law and Risk
Management in Dental Practice, published
by Quintessence Books. Dr. Pollack cur-
rently teaches health law at the School of
Dental Medicine at SUNY at Stony Brook.

Also an author, Cynthia McKane-

Wagester, RDH, BS ’95, was signing her
new book, Dental Hygiene: The Pulse of the
Practice, at the ADA meeting last fall. Pub-
lished by Pennwell, Ms. McKane-Wagester
states in her book, “it [the dental hygiene
department] has to generate quality den-
tistry that is far beyond the traditional scope
[in order to be the Pulse of the Practice].”

Now, with their invention of a plastic
device called CaStix®, there is a way to elimi-
nate that slipping so that the patient’s bite
with their new appliance is more accurate.
The bracket-like design is attached to the
casts so that the relationship of the teeth on
the cast is the same as the patient’s mouth.

“When the dentist puts the appliance
made on these casts in the patient’s mouth,
it fits,” Siegel says. “The teeth come to-
gether and the patient is very comfortable.”

In order to market their device, they
turned to two students enrolled in the
Hinman CEOs Program at Maryland’s

College Park campus for help in develop-
ing their startup company, Articulation
Innovations, LLC.

“We’re marketing this as a stabiliza-
tion kit that will allow the dentist or tech-
nician to efficiently and consistently set
these casts using the stabilization system,”
says Gunderson.

Siegel says that dental students can be
inspired by this kind of research.

“It shows the students that we’re
creative not just in the research arena that
may not be clinically relevant, but in the

PROSTHODONTISTS
INVENT DENTAL DEVICE

We thank the event sponsors:

Corporate Sponsors: Grabush Newman & Co.,

P.A.   ●   McCarthy Wilson-Attorneys  ●

Naden/Lean, LLC

Program Sponsors: Sky Financial

Tee Sponsors:  Benco  ●  Kerr Corporation  ●

Orascoptic Research  ●  Practice Advisory

Group  ●  R.K. Tongue Co., Inc.   ●

Worthington, Wilkinson & York Insurance

Services

Gifts provided by: Clarion Resort

Fontainebleau Hotel, Ocean City   ●  Pfizer-

Listerine  ●   Philips Oral Healthcare-Sonicare

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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OMICRON KAPPA UPSILON
Phi Chapter/University
Of Maryland

The Phi Chapter of Omicron Kappa Up-
silon, established in 1929, is a component
of the national dental honorary society,
Omicron Kappa Upsilon. Phi Chapter
promotes a spirit of emulation among
dental students for high scholarship and
good character, and honors, in appropri-
ate manner, those who have distinguished
themselves in these qualities.

Graduating seniors are selected from
the upper 20 percent of the senior class
for membership. A number constituting
no more than 12 percent of the entire se-
nior class who, in addition to scholarship,
have demonstrated exemplary traits of
character and potential qualities of future
professional growth and attainments may
be elected to membership by the active
members of this component chapter.

Faculty and associate staff of the
Dental School are also nominated
and elected to membership.

ALUMNI INDUCTEES

Sunia Abdula  ●  Maya B. Alqueza  ●

Mark C. Bogdan  ●  Nicole C. Brummer  ●

Makepeace B. Charles  ●  Kevin E.
Fielding  ●  Jennifer Blume-Matelis  ●

Terrence R. Nedbalski  ●  Emily R.
O’Keiff  ●  Quay W. Parrott, III  ●

Ellen A. Teverovsky

FACULTY INDUCTEES

D. Michael Brown  ●  Mark D. Macek  ●

Valli Meeks  ●  Norman Tinanoff

IN MEMORIAM

Irving I. Abramson, DDS ’32  ●    MARCH 3, 2003

An endodonist specializing in root canal therapy and treatment of children with

congenital facial and dental defects, Dr. Irv Abramson was 93 when he died.

After graduation, he practiced general dentistry and in 1944 became the first dentist

in Maryland to practice endodontics exclusively. He later formed the Department of

Endodontics at the University of Maryland Dental School and was chair of the department

until 1973. He then continued in private practice until his retirement in 1984.

“For many years he also was the only endodontist from Philadelphia to Baltimore to

Atlanta!” states Dr. Thomas Dumsha ’79, current endodontics department chair. “Most

endodontists in Maryland were trained by Dr. Abramson.”

Dr. Abramson is former president of the Baltimore City Dental Society, a fellow of the

American College of Dentists and the International College of Dentists, and a diplomate

of the American Board of Endodontists.

He is survived by his wife of 65 years, Grace; two daughters; two granddaughters; and

three great-grandchildren.

Frank A. Dolle, DDS ’59  ●    OCTOBER 25, 2002

Dr. Frank A. Dolle was a pharmacology professor at the Dental School from 1952 to

1983. He was 79.

His colleagues and friends thought very highly of him. Dr. Harry  Dressel ’45 said,

“When I wanted to know something about drugs, I went to him.” Dr. Dolle influenced

many of our graduates through the years and will be remembered for his years of service

to the School and the Alumni Association.

He is survived by his wife of 55 years, Marjorie; two daughters; and a grandson.

Gerson A. Freedman, DDS ’35  ●    SEPTEMBER 19, 2002

Dr. Gerson A. Freedman was a BCDS faculty member in the Department of Oral

Medicine and Diagnostic Sciences for 17 years. Dr. Freedman mentored many dental and

graduate students over the years. His career in dentistry spanned over six decades.

Highlights from his long career included a Bronze Star for action as an Army dentist

during World War II. From 1948 to 1973, he was chief of dental services at Levindale

Hebrew Geriatric Center and Hospital. He also served the State of Maryland as a president

and secretary of the State Board of Dental Examiners.

He is survived by his wife of 60 years, Shirley; a son; and a daughter. The daughter,

Susie, is married to Sylvan Feldman ’65.

Phra E. Kercheval, DDS ’21  ●    NOVEMBER 19, 2002

Dr. Phra E. Kercheval, the oldest known living graduate of the Baltimore College of

Dental Surgery, was 104 years old when he died in November. He wanted to be

remembered for his devotion to his family and friends and for never turning away a

patient. He practiced dentistry in West Virginia for 52 years, until 1973. His patients were

poor; sometimes they paid him with meat or produce or whatever they had to give.

Dr. Kercheval came back to his Alma Mater in 1996 for a Grand Classes Luncheon and

was honored as the oldest known living graduate. He commented that the occasion

made him feel like “King for a Day!”

He is survived by  his wife, Patria, and children.

research arena where patient care is
improved,” Siegel says.

“That’s very, very important. I think
the students realize that it’s important to
be creative.”

PROSTHODONTISTS, CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE
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2003 Ocean City
Dental Summer Seminar

MONDAY, JULY 28-FRIDAY, AUGUST 1, 2003
Clarion Resort Fontainebleau Hotel,

Ocean City, Maryland

Alumni Summer Social
WEDNESDAY, JULY 30  ●  5-7 P.M.
Sponsored by Discus Dental

This seminar is designed for dentists, dental
hygienists, dental assistants and other team
members. Combine education with a beach

vacation — earn CEUs in the mornings and
then head to the beach in the afternoons!

All courses run from 8 a.m. till 12 noon.

MONDAY, JULY 28, 2003
Space Management in Interceptive

Orthodontics: Diagnostic Strategies and
Practical Implementation by the Dental Team

William M. Davidson, DMD, PhD

TUESDAY, JULY 29, 2003
Medical Emergency Management

in the Dental Office
Gerald W. Gaston, DDS, PhD

WEDNESDAY, JULY 30, 2003
Caries Management:

Decision-Making and Therapies
Norman Tinanoff, DDS, MS

Humor and Laughter in the Dental Office
George Obermeier, MS

THURSDAY, JULY 31, 2003
Women’s Health:

Medical and Dental Considerations
Barbara J. Steinberg, DDS

Digital X-Ray Imaging, Tomography
and 3-D Imaging in Dentistry:

Everything You Always Wanted To Know
Tarunjeet Pabla, BDS, MS

FRIDAY, AUGUST 1, 2003
Update in Periodontal Therapy: Biofilms,

Ultrasonics, Antimicrobials and More
Bradley L. Phillips, DMD

Rotary Instrumentation
Thomas Dumsha, DDS

CONTINUING EDUCATION:  4.0 CE credits for
dentists, dental hygienists and dental assistants

TUITION: WEEKLY RATE DAILY RATE

Dentist $725 $200
Dental Hygienist
or Team Member $295 $125

If you are interested in receiving more information email
gwen.kergides@lrn.va.gov with your email address to request
a brochure by mail, Please include your name, discipline,
complete mailing address in the email. You may also call the
CHEP office at 410-642-1195, or visit www.chepinc.org for
additional information.

WILLIAM R. PATTESON, DDS ’57
A Leader Among Dental School Alumni

Dr. William R. Patteson, a highly
respected practitioner of prosthetic
dentistry, died suddenly on March 13,
2003, while vacationing with his wife
and Dr. and Mrs. Raymond Palmer, DDS
’56, in St. Augustine, Florida. He was 70.

Dr. Patteson was devoted to the
Dental School and was a strong advocate
for excellence in education. He served on
the Alumni Association of the Baltimore
College of Dental Surgery, Dental School,
University of Maryland, Inc. He envi-
sioned a strong Alumni Association with
strong bonds to the Dental School. Dr.
Patteson was chair of the transition com-
mittee that negotiated the terms to form
one Dental School Alumni Association.

“I deeply admired Bill for his wisdom,
integrity, professionalism and for being a
wonderful human being. Although I only
knew him for a few months, I considered
him a friend and valued advisor,” states
Dr. Christian Stohler, Dental School
Dean. “At the Leadership Phonathon
we witnessed his infectious enthusiasm
about the School.”

Among his
special recogni-
tions is the 2002
Distinguished
Alumnus Award
from the Alumni
Association, Inc.

Friend and
mentor, Dr. Harry

Dressel, Jr.,DDS
’45, stated, “His
quiet and cool
manner during trying discussions and
other stressful situations made him a rare
and respected leader.”

Dr. Patteson stood out among his
colleagues with his smooth southern style,
golfing outfits – red, white, and blue being
the primary color combination – repertoire
of jokes, excellence in prosthetic dentistry,
and dedication to his patients.

Dr. Patteson held a number of high
offices, including Regent, Fourth District
of the USA, International College of
Dentists; Chair, Maryland Section of the
American College of Dentists; President,
Baltimore City Dental Society; President,
Baltimore Association of Dental Surgeons;
and President, Optimist Club of Maryland.

Surviving Dr. Patteson are his wife of
many years, Phyllis Chambers Patteson;
son William R. Patteson, Jr.; daughters,
Kathy Voigt, Virginia Warren and Sondra
Conner; sister, Patricia Bair; and nine
grandchildren.

Contributions in honor of Dr.
Patteson may be made to the UMBF
Patteson Fund and mailed to the
University of Maryland Dental School,
Rm. 3-A-17, 666 W. Baltimore Street,
Baltimore, MD 21201-1586.

Dialing for Dollars with
School administrators,
faculty, and alumni leaders,
Dr. Patteson raised a
significant amount of
money for the School’s
Annual Fund in early March
of this year. He was a highly
dedicated alumnus.

Participating in the Alumni Golf Tournament last
September at the Woodlands were Drs. Sheldon
Silverman, Harry Dressel, and Bill Patteson. Even
though their team did not win, they had a great time.
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THOMAS SOLIDAY
ELECTED ADA SPEAKER
OF THE HOUSE

A high point of the
143rd Annual Session
of the ADA last Octo-
ber was the election of
Dr. J. Thomas Soliday,
DDS ’63, as Speaker
of the ADA House of
Delegates. Dr. Soliday

is an oral-maxillofacial surgeon practicing in
Gaithersburg, Maryland.

As speaker, Dr. Soliday will preside over
the 427-member House of Delegates, the
governing body with the authority to ap-
prove proposed programs and policies for en-
couraging improvement of the public’s oral
health and promoting advances in dentistry.

Dr. Soliday served eight years as speaker
of the House of Delegates of the American
Association of Oral and Maxillofacial
Surgeons. He is also past president of the
Maryland State Dental Association, the
Southern Maryland Dental Association, and
the Maryland Society of Oral and Maxillo-
facial Surgery. He received the MSDA
Distinguished Service Award in 2001.

He is a fellow of the International and
American Colleges of Dentists and the Pierre
Fauchard Academy. Dr. Soliday and his wife,
Bonita, reside in Gaithersburg and have six
children and 13 grandchildren.
[excerpted from an ADA news release, 10/23/02]

HAVING FUN AT ALUMNI EVENTS

Greater New York Dental Meeting
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 1, 2002 ●   NEW YORK CITY

Phillip and Linda, RDH, BS ’95, Blackiston.

Yankee Dental Congress
FRIDAY, JANUARY 31, 2003 ●   BOSTON

Dr. Rene Bousquet, DDS
’68, president of the

Yankee Dental Congress,
visits the Dental School

booth.

Dr. Edward, DDS ’90, and
Ellen Finnigan.

Drs. Ann Kirk, DDS ’67, member
of the School’s Board of Visitors,

and Larry Fadjo, DDS ’75.

Class of 1991 Picnic
AUGUST 10, 2002 ●   PATAPSCO STATE PARK

Drs. Steve Baker and
Jamie Green

Jo Sheffler, and Drs. Bernie
Logan and Todd Sheffler

Dr. Dave Rodolnick
and son, Noah

Where BCDS Alumni can:
Search Associate Positions

Search Dental Hygiene Positions

Search Practices for Sale

Log on today and get your password
to professional growth.

Listing searches are an exclusive
service for BCDS alumni.

Recruiting a University of Maryland Dentist, Specialist, or
Dental Hygienist is the best investment your practice can make.www.dental.umaryland.edu/profop

Professional
Opportunity
Network

Professional
Opportunity
Network
All are invited to post a listing on this site.

Dr. William, DDS ’92, and Dana, RDH, BS ’91,
Haggerty and Noelle Paschke, RDH, BS ’77.


