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BACKGROUND

The Oral Medicine Clinic was established in 2001 to provide diagnosis and management services for oral conditions other than caries and periodontal diseases.   The overall purpose was to accomplish several goals:

· to provide a setting for rapid referral and evaluation of oral soft tissue lesions identified in the dental school patients from the undergraduate clinics, post graduate clinics, AEGD and Faculty Practice

· to provide a clinical site for referral from outside dental and medical practitioners for evaluation and management of oral lesions beyond the scope of the average general dentist and to accommodate these patients in a professional manner with collaboration and communication involving the referring private practitioner

· to provide a setting for Oral Medicine post doctoral fellows and other clerkship and graduate student fellows to have the opportunity to participate in evaluation and management of patients with oral lesions and/or facial pain

· to provide a mechanism to facilitate follow up and recall of such patients to insure timely and appropriate management

· to establish a central clinic so that other disciplines involved in the management of such cases (Oral Pathology, Oral Surgery, Periodontics, and occasionally Prosthodontics) would have a suitable repository for their outcomes assessment

· to provide a basis for quality assurance within our dental school population regarding oral lesions other than caries and periodontal diseases.

PROGRAM

Based on previous experiences (70’s 80’s and 90’s) with the Oral Medicine Clinic at the University of Maryland, to accomplish these objectives several requirements were obvious.  These clinical protocols were based on the fact that patient management at the oral medicine level operates best as a combination of faculty and postgraduate providers.  Undergraduates can be observers, but crucial decisions regarding potentially life-threatening lesions must be managed by faculty and/or post grad attendees.  

The clinic appoints patients two half days per week (Tuesday and Thursday PM).  To date we have evaluated, diagnosed, managed and are following over 1200 patients.  We have intervened on cases including lymphoma, basal cell carcinomas, squamous cell carcinomas, benign and malignant salivary gland tumors, as well as vesiculobullous disorders, acute fungal infections and premalignant dysplastic oral lesions.  The faculty works well with oral surgery to accomplish rapid diagnostic surgical procedures and/or treatment.  [image: image1.png]



